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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference ^ 
12585250/DH/gjm - r fA - VU..C 

~ 7-f — r . 


{uuy/monin/yearj ' ^ i L u lUUv 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001428 


International filing dale (day/month/year) 
20 October 2004 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
20 October 2003 


^vppncani - — : 1 ■ . _ 

NAUTITECH PTY LTD et al 



The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary report on patentability and ,ts annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

ttTctfdOffic P e r amieXeS> ^ " bemS tranSmJt,ed IO ,hC Intemat — 1 Bureau for communication to all 

Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the renor, 
(but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translations to those Offices translation of the report 

REMINDER 

reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/30 1 ) l )) ( S ° the 

"^^^^^^^r" bC fUrn,Sh6d ,0 3n C,eC,ed ° ffiCe ' that ^ Slati0 " mus « -nta,n 
to prepare an^rn^ * " ** Rant's — .hty 

Zp^Glte 011 ^ aPPl ' Cable ,ime UnUtS re ^ rements ° f ^e elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT 

SEE™ 

relate, for example, to exemptions from patentability, requirement^ 



00 

m 

CO 
H 

I 

E 

r- 

m 

o 
O 

"D 
-< 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 



Authorized officer 



S.J. DESCHANEL 
Telephone No. (02) 6283 2368 



Form PCT/IPEA/416 (January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TRE A 1 Y 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicants or agent's file reference 
12585250/DH/gjm 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001428 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCT/I PEA/4 1 6 



International filing date (day/mohih/year) 
20 October 2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
Int. CI. 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
20 October 2003 



B63H 23/30 (2006.01) F16 D 25/0638 (2006.01) F16D 48/06 (2006.01) 

Applicant ~~ " ■ 

NAUTITECH PTY LTD et al 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
(sen, to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 5 sheets, as follows: 

lutT ° f ^ deSCri P tio i 1 ' claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this reoort and/or 

3ssrs™r author * ed by this Author,ty (see Ruie 7o - 16 and sec,ion 

^ trll^ZZtj^ Sb r tS \ bUt WhiCh ; hlS AUth ° nty C ° nSiderS C ° main an amend -nt that goes beyond 
thedtsclosure ,n the international appl.cat.on as filed, as mdicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 

b. Q (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier, s» rnnlan 



Thus report contains indications relating to. the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

S^SST AniCle35(2) ™ lh re ^ ard to novel ^ ^ventive step or industnal applicability 

citations and explanations supporting such statement HF } ' 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


m 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 


m 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Date of submission of the demand 
19 August 2005 

Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 
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Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover sheet) (April 2005) 



Date of completion of this report 
09 February 2006 
Authorized Officer 

S.J. DESCHANEL 

Telephone No. (02) 6283 2368 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I 



I. 



Basis of the report 



International spplication No. 
PCT/AU2004/001428 



, which is the language of a 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: ; '~ 

[X] The international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ A ""ablation of the international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55 3(a)) 

filed and are not annexed to this report): er*rncie 14 are rejetred to in this report as "originally 

□ the international application as originally filed/fiirriished 
1 X ) the description: 

pages 1,3-5 as originally filed/furnished 

2, 2a received by this Authority on 19 August 2005 with the letter of 19 August 2005 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 8 



X the claims: 



pages'* 
pages 4 



X the drawings: 



pages 
pages 4 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9 
6-8 received by this Authority on 19 August 2005 with the letter of 19 August 2005 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



3. 



4. 



pages 1/3-3/3 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplements Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
LJ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 
| 1 the claims, Nos. 
I | th e drawings, sheets/figs 
I | th e sequence listing (specify)- 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify*): 



| | tn e description, pages 
fx] the claims, Nos. 15- 17 
I I th e drawings, sheets/figs 
I I the sequence listing (specify)- 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked 



'superseded. " 



PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (April 2005) 



INTERN ATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001428 



.Box No. Ill 



Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious) or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

| | the entire international application 

| | claims Nos: '1-8, 18 

because: 

- \^\ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 

relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



I I the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



| [ the claims, or said claims Nos. 

are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify) 



[x] no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 1-8, 18 

' hrnTt eanin8fil1 ° Pim ° n C ° Uld ^ f0rmCd With ° Ut Sequence Ilstin ^ the applicant did not, within the prescribed time 

□ Furnish a sequence listing on paper complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative 
Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining Authority in a form 
and manner acceptable to it. w 

□ Fu ™ ish a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions, and such listing was not available to the International Preliminary Examining 
Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it. 



□ 



□ 



Pay the required late furnishing fee for the furnishing of a sequence listing in response to an invitation under 
Rules 13rer.l(a) or(b) and 13ter.2. 

A meaningful opinion could not be formed without the tables related to the sequence listings; the applicant did not 
within the prescribed time limit, furnish such tables in electronic form complying with the technical requirements ' 
pro vided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions, and such tables were not available to the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it 

the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in electronic form only, do not comply with the 
technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 



□ 

| | See Supplemental Box for further details 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. Ill) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILIT Y 



• Box No. V 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001428 



Hta*Z d *T m T U , ndCr Art ' Cle 35(2) >Vi ' h rCgard t0 n0Ve,,V ' invemive ste P ° r industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement FH ^ 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (1A) 



Claims 9-14 

Claims 

Claims 

Claims 9-14 
Claims 9-14 
Claims 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Dl: US 5474480 
D2: US 3548987 
D3: US 4305710 



Claims 9-14 meet the requirements of novelty and industrial applicability. 



Inventi%'e step (IS) claims 9-14 

It is considered that the inventton as defined in claims 9-14 lacks inventive step in the light of each of the above 
documents or obvious combinations of the above documents. Each of these documents discloses a decouolme 
clutch system for use in a marine craft. The clutches have input shafts for operative connect on ^to dnve sE fts 
and are arranged to drive output shafts operatively connected to propellers. Each document *Ltos«7cSS| 
system arranged to control slippage of the clutch. aiscioses a control 

While each of the documents may differ from the invention of the claims in certain respects it is considered that 

mthe Z tV* merdy manCrS ° f COmm ° n genCral kn ° W,ed ^ ° r COuld Sby.TSSS 
IteheT c - cums ^ces so suggested. For instance, although Dl and D2 have incorporate the dutc "or 
clutches m gearboxes it » considered that a person skilled in the art could contemplate kSclS 

of Dl rm 51 ^, F r h ^T re ' 11 W ° Uld ° CCUr t0 3 P CrSOn ^ S.n"2 the 

teachings of Dl or D2 w.th D3. Similarly it is considered that the explicit teachings of D2 of controlling 

slippage of the clutch according to speeds of input and output shafts could readily be used I by person skilled in 
the art to augment the disclosures of Dl or D3. y person slolle a >n 
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orm PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (April 2005) 



INTERNA i iONAL PRELIM1NAR REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Supplemental Box 



Inteniational' - application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001428 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. ~~ 

Continuation of: Box 1 
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PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box)(April 2005) 
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